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This session will examine a partnership between the University of Georgia (UGA) and the Clarke
County School District (CCSD) to establish an after-school academic and sports mentoring
program. Initial strategies to tackle social-emotional skills, increase mentorship opportunities,
and create more meaningful relationships between the community and the university will be
shared. The session will explore considerations for, and initial reflections on, program design,
launch, and implementation considering a variety of stakeholder perspectives.

LISTENING CLOSELY | LEARNING THE CHORDS |
SURPRISING COLLABORATIONS

KAREN RAYMOND

Community Partnerships Coordinator of the Office of Service-Learning at the University of
Georgia

JOSH PODVIN

Joshua Podyvin serves as the Assistant Director for Community Partnerships for the Office of
Service-Learning. Prior to this role, Josh served as the Experience UGA Program Coordinator,
facilitating educational field trips to UGA for over 12,000 students in the Clarke County School
District. Prior to joining the Office of Service-Learning, Josh worked as the Senior Coordinator
for

the Center for Student Organizations and National Student Exchange Program at UGA for 9
years. Josh earned his M.Ed in Higher Education Administration from Arizona State University in
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2006, and more recently he has been pursuing a Masters in Landscape Architecture part-time
while working full-time for UGA.
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