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ABSTRACT:  

This presentation examines a domestic study away program that partnered English faculty with 

the Marine Extension unit at the University of Georgia. I will describe the program’s 

development and first iteration and explore complicated aspects, including student anxiety, 

meaningful engagement with communities, and the challenges of immersing students in 

historically marginalized communities and fragile ecosystems. I’ll conclude with critical 

reflection on opportunities to revise the program to better its potential as a decolonizing 

writing pedagogy. 
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