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ABSTRACT:  

In recent years, thousands of college campuses have implemented innovative, nonpartisan 

voter engagement strategies that build student leadership and exceed the requirements of 

the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, to provide voter registration opportunities for 

their students. This session, led by nonprofit and campus leaders, will highlight resources, 

strategies, and funding available to support nonpartisan student voting engagement, 

emphasizing institutional partnerships that increase capacity, such as the use of Federal Work 

Study funds. 

THEMATIC FOCUS:  L E A R N I N G  T H E  C H O R D S  |  S U R P R I S I N G  

C O L L A B O R A T I O N S  

BIO(S) :  

CLARISSA UNGER 

Clarissa Unger is the Executive Director of the Students Learn Students Vote Coalition, the 

national hub & largest nonpartisan network in the country dedicated to increasing student 

voter participation. Prior to founding the SLSV Coalition, she served as the Development 

Coordinator for the Robert. J. Dole Institute of Politics at the University of Kansas where she 

helped to promote civic and democratic engagement on campus. Clarissa has a Masters in 

Public Administration and a BA in Political Science and International Studies from the University 
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of Kansas and a Masters in Comparative European Politics from Trinity College in Dublin, 

Ireland. 

JOY FULKERSON 

Joy Fulkerson is the director of leadership and civic engagement at East Tennessee State 

University. In this role, she provides leadership for community service, civic learning and 

democratic engagement efforts through a variety of programs and initiatives. These include 

Alternative Breaks, the Brenda White Wright Emerging Leaders Academy, the Diversity 

Educators Program, ETSU Votes, Volunteer ETSU and the Public Service Corps Scholarship 

Program. 

 

MONICA CLARKE 

Monica Clarke is a professor of English Composition and Freshman Orientation; Service-

Learning, Volunteer, and Community Service Coordinator; and Chair of The Alabama A&M 

Civic Engagement Team. She has graciously served at Alabama A&M University (AAMU) for 

thirteen years. Ms. Clarke has served more than thirty years in education, her career in 

teaching has ranged from Elementary school, Middle School, High school, Community College 

to University Levels. 
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