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ABSTRACT:  

Engagement in service has shifted dramatically in recent years in response to the Coronavirus 

pandemic, new social technologies, and other social and political factors. As a result, 

practitioners have needed to reimagine our approaches to engaging students in service-

learning opportunities. This interactive workshop explores the challenge of engaging current 

students in service by understanding their motivations. By unpacking generational trends and 

current barriers, we will develop new strategies to sell service as both meaningful and relevant. 
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Madison Woods (she/her) is a Program Coordinator for Vanderbilt University’s Student 

Organizations, Leadership, and Service. She primarily engages with Vanderbilt service 

initiatives by providing service leadership trainings and managing community partnerships 

between student volunteers and local organizations. Originally from Memphis, Tennessee, she 

graduated with her bachelor’s degree in psychology from The University of Tennessee in 

Knoxville in 2021 and her master’s degree in Higher Education and Student Affairs from The 

Ohio State University in 2023. Her professional interests lie in the intersection of community 

engagement, leadership education, and justice. 
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